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How artist
Mai Nguyen-Long
found a home
in the lllawarra
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Vessel, which Long completed last year, cracks open the carcass of her papier mache dog releasing an obscured truth.

and Vi ity, At the centre of her university studies. The mangrel dog she says became o
the dispute was one of 12 papier mache “Growing up [ totally believed | was symbaol of her identity erisis.
d 15, in which she had merged a Australian,” Long says. “1 had no idea that “I created the mongrel dog to try and
i ber of flags, including the current 1 lnoked different or that c:dtumlly Twas ndd:m coming from mixed up
Vietnamese flag, with the former South different. When [ got to uni ds. I was trying to equally
flag, as well as, among other realised there was so much Id:dnr consider all these histarical perspective
mnu{zs.aymlmls from the flags of d d about A li ing atthe one time,” she says. “I found i
Australia and USA. didn't make sense. | was really confused anice ble way to refer to my
The uproar began after one Vietnamese  and I couldn't quite understand why, [ cultural heritage.”
woman complained that it was akin to didn't understand the Australian lingo or Her solo exhibition Beyogrmos is & join1
flashing a swastika in front of a Jew. everyday things, like television programs project with friend and curator Gina
Long was gutted her work had been or the music of my peers. It took me years  Fairly, who helped Long re-discover be
isund d. The Vi to figure out what was going on.” voice.

community called for her to destroy the
dog. Instead she chose to cover the entire
exhibit with a black shroud.

“It was totilly not my intention to upset

" she said. “I was misunderstood.
1thought it was really unfair. | was just
playing with symbols because flags are so
inferesting. | was mixing them up and the
art work was completely misread.”

Born in Tasmania to a Viemamese
father and Anglo-Irish mother, Long left
Australia with her family at the age of four
to live in Papua New Guinea.

At the age of eight the family moved

- again, this time to the Philippines, where
her father worked for the Australian
m[ inaid and

ﬂ " She teturmed to Australia at 19 o begin
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I find we live our life
with so much of it
shut down

“She came 1o my home a few years ago
and helped me archi

massive storage of artworks, which have
taken over our entire living space,” Long
says. “She found some of the works 1d

almost sea-like images.”
Beyogmos is Longs contemplation of
_ her own history and different parts of her
identity,
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Mis‘alignment s a conceptual grid of 44 canvas boards —a map of psycho-cultural spaces.

“It's about looking at where | am now
and how much that identity is shared with
everyone else in the community,” she
Ve all come from mixed up
backgrounds. Sometimes we might get
pigeon holed but it's really up to us to
keep trying to move out of these identity
pockets. For example, there are so many
wiys to be Australian. There are so many
different back stories to the theme. If you
scratch the surface there are a lot of past
complications and histories.”

In one of her pieces, Long has mixed
X-rays of herself, her mother and
maternal grandmother, armanged in the
shape of a lace doily.

“Its Iike we all come together,” she says.
“We're a genetic print that we can't escape
from and the doily represents
domesticity.”

That domestici
it Ilati —ac rme
objects with scientific labels.
“Even though [have debranded the jars
vou can still tell what they were used for,
just because of what we are used 1o, It's
hard for us to see past our cultural
programming.” she says,

Another piece, Mislalignmenr, is made
up of 44 canvas boards. Long, who turns
44 this year, says it's part of the weaving
together of separate layers.

“For years | have been putting parts of
mein shoe boxes and putting a lid on

e says.

is carried on in her jar

ion of

wanted to own those parts of
been hiding away. [ find we live our life

with so much of it
shut down.”

In 2010 Long
moved from
Sydney to Bulli
with her partner
Stuart Horstman, who
operates surf tours 1o
Indonesia. She says she
has finally found a sense a
peace in the llawarra, and
a place to call home.

“For the first time | have
neighbours | cantalk to,”
she says.

“Wollongong is a place
where people know

their bus driver

by name, You
don't get that | R 4

in the hig ~ ‘ g
cities.” 5. R
® Beyogmosruns . .
from February 28 to May

25 at Wollongong Ant

Gallery.

Long will also run a
two-day Journey
Drawing workshop on
May 24 and 25, where
participants over the
ageof 16 cancreatea
personal spirit map using drawing and
collage techniques. The workshop is
open to people with or without arnt
experience,

Installation artist Mai Nguyen-Long is
holding her first major solo exhibition at
the Wollongong Art Gallery.
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